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The Myth



« Je n"ai jamais consenti a aliener ma liberté, et sous aucun prétexte. »
Rosa Bonheur, in Anna Klumpke, Rosa Bonheur. Sa Vie et son (Euvre, 1908



The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control, reception and myth
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The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control,
reception and myth




The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control, reception and myth

.

13

1

i

4 |
N

L |
b

e

t -

§ =

L)

k

i

I

i i

n g T ' - — - .
§ == et P i — T

S Mujesté Pmpératrice rendant visile & M+ Rosa Boahear dans son stelier de Thomery. (o'spein fe riqels B

i, e —— —
S PR LSRR T ) R T P T Y Ll - S T TR T T




The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control, reception and myth
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The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control, reception and myth

RO5A BONHLEUR.

Harry Furniss in The
Lady's Realm. 1904 B} alamy stock photo Vo




The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control, reception and myth
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The public face of Rosa Bonheur: control, reception and myth

MEDITATION




In private

Rosa




in private

Rosa
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Rosa in private




Rosa in private

AR

RosA BONHEUR




The Farm at the Entrance of the Wood
1860-1880

Oil on fabric

28.4x40.3cm

Cleveland, Museum of Art

Gift of Mrs. John B. Dempsey 1978.73




The public face of Rosa Bonheur: beyond death

From left: e T
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The public face of Rosa Bonheur: beyond death
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The public face of Rosa Bonheur: beyond death

Villa Gambart, Salle Rosa
Bonheur (from New York
Herald, 13 July 1902)




Rosa & the United States

The collections

Art Treasures of America being the choicest
works of art in the public and private
collections of North America, edited by
Edward Strahan. Philadelphia: 1880




Rosa & the United States
The early popularity

T VAGANA STATE FAIR &% 555

Fairs, West Virginia State Fair

Lithograph

71.8 x 106.7cm. Sarasota, The Ringling, ht2004388
™ Sidewall, The Horse Fair, 1855—75 (France)
Machine printed on continuous paper, 77.5 x 56 cm.
New York, Cooper Hewitt, Gift of Eleanor and Sarah
Hewitt, 1928-2-73




Rosa & the United States

The legendary encounter: Rosa and Bill

Rosa Bonheur and the troupe of Buffalo Bill
Bordeaux, Archives of the Museum

Art Perpetuating Fame (Rosa Bonheur Painting Buffalo Bill, Paris
1889)

1896

Lithograph, 27.5 x 40.125 inches

Cody (Wyoming), Buffalo Bill Historical Center, 1.69.5655




Rosa & the United States

The legendary encounter: Rosa and Bill

A e

" _!'.'-;'L . . =]

From left:

Colonel William F. Cody

1889. Qil on canvas. 47 x 38.7 cm

Rocky Bear and Red Shirt

1890. QOil on canvas

Cody (Wyoming), Buffalo Bill Historical Center, inv. 8.66 &
inv. 8.04.6




Rosa & the United States

The legendary encounter: Rosa and Bill

Indian riding a horse (‘Red Shirt’?) Indian Ojects (Copy after objects illustrated in George
Indian sitting (‘Rocky Bear’?) Catlin's Letters and Notes)

1889. Oil on panel (small dimensions) Watercolor.

Blérancourt, musée national Franco-Américain, inv. MNB Cody (Wyoming), Buffalo Bill Historical Center, inv.

2012.1.2 & inv. MNB 2012.1.1 14.8.1



Rosa & the United States
The press and the myth

| £4O

"‘on.m U E‘ NG‘H lnrnnmu

r‘hll




Rosa & the United States
The doll

Doll Rosa Bonheur

XIXe siecle

Porcelain and fabric

Worthington (Ohio), Doll Museum




Rosa & the United States
The press and the myth

Arthur Ashod Pinajian, Madam Fatal.
1940’s

(—-FOR TVE DECIDED THAT,
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Introduction to the oeuvre



Early years and training
A gifted child
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From left:

Paul et Virginie (?)

Inscriptions: Fait a I'dge de 16 ans. Rosa Bonheur
Watercolor on paper (small dimension)

Young shepherd and his flock

Gouache on paper (small dimension)

Thomery, Chateau de By, Atelier Rosa Bonheur



Early years and training
The first success

Rabbits

Signed, dated, lower left ROSA Rd. Bonheur 1840
Oil on canvas. 54 x 65 cm

Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts, Bx E 1443 bis




Early years and training
Father and master

Raymond Bonheur

& Selfportrait

Oil on canvas. 73 x 58 cm

N Rosa Bonheur as a child

Oil on canvas (to be restored).
62,1 x76 cm

— The abandonment

1826.

Oil on canvas. 22 x 16 cm
Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts




Early years and training
An alter ego in Bordeaux

Jacques Raymond Brascassat

Jacques Raymond Laid goat
Brascassat Oil on canvas. 26 x 36 cm
Selfportrait Bull

1849

Oil on canvas

56 x 46 cm
Bordeaux, musée
des Beaux-Arts

Sanguine with white chalk on

paper. 24 x31.7 cm

Portrait of the artist’'s mother

1822. Oil on canvas (to be restored).
57,5x45 cm

Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts




The Bonheurs « a I'ceuvre »
Collaboration, emulation and family business

Auguste Francois Bonheur

Return from the Fair

Signed, lower right: Auguste Bonheur

Oil on canvas. 171 x 260.5 cm

Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts, Bx E 758

Rosa Bonheur (& Auguste Bonheur?), The Rest, 1846.
Oil on canvas, 42 x 63.5 cm
Macclesfield (UK), West Park Museum, inv. 229.1976
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The Bonheurs « a I'ceuvre »
Collaboration, emulation and family business

Isidore Jules Bonheur

Isidore Jules Bonheur

Bull Dog

Wax. 18 x 27 cm Wax. 22 x 33 cm
Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts, Bx E 1443.10

Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts, Bx E 1443.11



The Bonheurs « a ['ceuvre »
Collaboration, emulation and family business

Rosa Bonheur

Horse

Wax

Fontainebleau, musée
national du chateau, F.
3379c




The modus operandi of Rosa Bonheur

Wildboar’s nose
Watercolor

20x17,5cm

Marseille, musée Grobet
Labadié, inv. 672




The modus operandi of Rosa Bonheur

i Sketch of 5 bulls with color
notes
Graphite, watercolor,
paper with handnotes
e e T : 27.1x38.6 cm
’ Baltimore, Walters Art
Museum, 37.2365




The modus operandi of Rosa
Bonheur
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Rosa Bonheur sketchbook, 1847 > ...

Studies of plants, peasants, farm tools, decorative objects,
landscapes and human figures and is extensively annotated.
Pencil, ink and wash.

Los Angeles (Malibu), The Getty, 850837(f.5)




The modus operandi of Rosa Bonheur

Ten studies of goat, a sheep, a parrot

Marked: 'Rosa Bonheur’

29x42.9cm

Paris, musée du Louvre (Cabinet des dessins, Fonds
des dessins et miniatures, collection du musée
d'Orsay)

RF 2742, Recto



The modus operandi of Rosa Bonheur

Left:

Goat’s head

Oil on canvas

82 x 66 cm

Signed, lower right:
ROSA B.

Bordeaux, Musée des
beaux-arts, Bx E 673

Right:

Two goats

1870 ca

Oil on canvas
93.3x72.7cm
Milwaukee Art Museum,
L110




The first bronzes
Modelling and studying

Walking Bull

1846

Bronze a patine brune. 18 x 33 cm
Signé sur la terrasse : Rosa B
Bordeaux, musée des Beaux-Arts,
Bx E 1443.8 (ou Bx M 12413)




Milestones of Rosa Bonheur’s production



The manifesto
Labourages Nivernais, a State commission

Labourages Nivernais

Signed & dated, lower right: ‘Rosa Bonheur 1849’
Oil on canvas, 133 x 260 cm

Paris, musée d’Orsay, RF64




The manifesto
Labourages Nivernais, a State commission
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< Plowing in Nivernais (Labourages Nivernais)
1850

Oil on canvas

133.4x259.1 cm

Sarasota, The Ringling, SN433

™ Elizabeth Jane Gardner Bouguereau,

from R.B., Plowing in Nivernais

1868

Oil on canvas. 65.4 x 129.5 cm

New York, Dahesh Museum of Art, 2014.1-1-1




The manifesto
Labourages Nivernais, a State commission

Ploughing scene

1854

i Oil on canvas. 49.5 x80.5 cm
Baltimore, Walters Art

! Museum, 37.836
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“Dream about the Parthenon’s frieze”

The Horse Fair

1853-55

Oil on canvas. 244,5 x 506,7 cm
New York, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art

& The Horse Fair

1855

Oil on canvas. 120 x 254.6 cm
London, National Gallery,
Bequeathed by Jacob Bell, 1859, inv.
NG621




The Horse Fair, 1854
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The Horse Fair, 1854




The Horse Fair, 1854




The Horse Fair, 1854




The Horse Fair, 1854




The Horse Fair, 1854




The Horse Fair, 1854
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Haymaking in the Auvergne
Travelling and painting from the motif

La fenaison
1855

Signed, dated,
lower left: 'Rosa
Bonheur 1855°
Qil on canvas
213 x422 cm
Fontainebleau,
musée national du
chateau

RF 2415



Haymaking in the Auvergne
Travelling and painting from the motif

Bulls in the field. Study for La fenaison
Signé en bas a droite : ‘Rosa Bonheur’
Huile sur toile

H.49; L. 85 cm

Fontainebleau, musée national du
chateau

RF 2389



Haymaking in the Auvergne
Travelling and painting from the motif

Woman raking

c. 1855

Signed, lower left: 'Rosa Bonheur’
Pencil, blu paper

35x23 cm

Fontainebleau, musée national du chateau
F2819C




Haymaking in the Auvergne
Travelling and painting from the motif

Woman raking

c. 1855

Signed, lower left: 'Rosa Bonheur’
Pencil, blu paper

60 x 45 cm

Fontainebleau, musée national du chateau
F2815C




A lifetime artwork: The Wheat Threshing in the Camargue, 1864-1900
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A lifetime artwork: The Wheat Threshing in the Camargue, 1864-1900
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A lifetime artwork : The Wheat Threshing in the Camargue, 1864-1900
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A lifetime artwork : The Wheat Threshing in the Camargue, 1864-1900

Sources and interactions
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A lifetime artwork : The Wheat Threshing in the Camargue, 1864-1900




Etude de cheval gris, fond vert

Signed lower left: 'Rosa Bonheur’

Oil on canvas

82 x100 cm

Fontainebleau, musée national du chateau
RF 1312



The late Rosa, By and its realm



By, the feline menagerie

Lion’s head

1880-1885

Signed, lower right: ‘Rosa Bonheur’
Graphite, white chalk on paper
40.64 x 27.94 cm

Dallas, Museum of Art

2014.32.FA

Lion’s Head
Royal Collection (private pict.)




By, the feline menagerie
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By, the feline menagerie




Rosa and Romanticism

Rosa Bonheur dressed as a Templar, 18 years

.

Bordeaux, documentation, musée des beaux-Arts



Rosa and Romanticism

Study of an alezan horse

Black chalk, lavis, on paper
27x33cm

Paris, musée du Louvre, département
des Arts graphiques

RF 2737




Rosa and Romanticism

Théodore Géricault

Dervish in his stall

ca. 1820

Oil on paper mounted on canvas
25,4 x 34,2 cm

Williamstown, The Clark Art
Institute, 1955.746




Rosa and Romanticism

Horses fighting

Signed: ‘Rosa Bonheur’

41.3x50.3cm

Paris, musée du Louvre (Cabinet des dessins, Fonds des
dessins et miniatures, collection du musée d'Orsay)

RF 2765, Recto

Horses fighting
Black chalk on paper (small dimensions)
Thomery, chateau de By, Atelier Rosa Bonheur




Rosa and Romanticism

Two studies, horses fighting

Marked: 'Rosa Bonheur’

20.5x30.4cm

Paris, musée du Louvre (Cabinet des dessins, Fonds

des dessins et miniatures, collection du musée
d'Orsay)

RF 2744, Recto




Rosa and Romanticism

Sir Edwin Henry Landseer

Study of Horses

1854

Graphite with wash
21x283cm(81/4x111/8in.)
Cleveland, Museum of Art, Gift of
Robert Hays Gries 1939.640



Rosa and Romanticism

The Duel

Signed and dated 1895

Oil on canvas. 149,9 x 243,8 cm

Former Collection Rockfeller (1976); Warner coll. of Gulf

States Paper Corporation (1994); Sotheby’s, New York, 3
june 1994




Rosa and Romanticism

Eagle

c. 1870

Signed lower right: 'Rosa Bonheur’
Oil on canvas

147.6 x 114.6 cm

Los Angeles, LACMA

M. 78.37




Rosa and Romanticism

Legend of the
Wolves

Charcoal, black
chalk, pastel, blue
paper

59.9 x80.7 cm
Washington D.C,,
National Gallery of
Art, 1996.128.2




Rosa and Romanticism

Fan project

Signed, lower left: ‘Rosa
Bonheur / 1896’
34.3x67.2cm

Inscription (verso, black
ink) : « Eventail : Gouache
de Rosa Bonheur / St
Georges terrassant le
dragon / Legs
Francisque-/complément /
Rve 1474 E7405 D.L. 09 »
Paris, musée du Petit
Palais, D.7492



The Fortune in Great Britain and the United States



Rosa, the “French Landseer” in the Scottish Highlands
Scottish Bulls

Bulls crossing a lake at
Ballachulish

1867-1873

Charcoal, sepia and pencils,
on paper

124 x 223 cm

Paris, musée d'Orsay
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« | am bringing back a cargo not of studies but of living animals... »
Rosa Bonheur, letter to Juliette (Bonheur), 1856



Rosa, the “French Landseer” in the Scottish Highlands
Scottish Bulls

Scottish flock

Before 1860

Qil on canvas

129 x 213 cm (51 x 84 inches)
Washington D.C., National museum of
Women in the arts

(engraved in 1860)



Rosa, the “French Landseer” in the Scottish Highlands
Scottish Bulls

Three studies of a Red Bull in a field
Signed, lower left: 'Rosa Bonheur’
Oil on canvas

37x61cm

Fontainebleau, musée national du
chateau

RF 1300



Rosa, the “French Landseer” in the Scottish Highlands
Scottish motifs

Lt o A

Sheeps in the Highlands

1857

Signed dated, lower left

Oil on canvas

77 x96 cm

London, The Wallace Collection
Inv. P364




Rosa, the “French Landseer” in the Scottish Highlands
Scottish motifs

The conversation
1858

Charcoal, biacca,
blue paper
36.9x55.2cm
Baltimore, Walters
Art Museum, inv.
37.907



Rosa, the “French Landseer” in the Scottish Highlands
Scottish motifs

Changing Pastures
1863

Watercolor

47 x 70.5 cm
Aberdeen, Art
Gallery, inv. 2326




Rosa Bonheur and her time: animal painters in Europe and United
States, 1840-1900
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Rosa Bonheur (left)
Trophies
Oil on canvas

16.5x 33 cm
Jackson, National Museum of Wildlife Art W2011.024

Sir Edwin Landseer (right)

Heads of two dead stags

c.1840-60

Black, red and white crayons, paper
58.6x73.5cm

Royal Collection, RCIN 450405



The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States

Peter Moran, after R.B.,
Oxen Ploughing
Etching, 11.1 x 22.7cm
San Francisco, Fine Arts
Museum, inv.
1963.30.25547




The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States

Joseph Bishop Pratt (American, 1854-1910),
after R.B.

Sheep and lambs

1893

Cleveland, Museum of Art

Gift of Mrs. Walter S. Bowler 1943.130




The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States
Albert Bierstadt and the Ode to Rosa

. - ™ Albert Bierstadt, Ode a Rosa Bonheur - Sotheby’s, New York,
-\ 14.12.2012

Albert Bierstadt, Study for the The
Last of the Buffalo

Pastel on paper

San Francisco, Fine Arts
Museums, inv. 1979.7.11



The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States
Albert Bierstadt and the Ode to Rosa

Rosa Bonheur

Cheval au vert

~ Signed, lower left: ‘Rosa Bonheur’

~ Qil on canvas

45.4 x 55.6 cm

Hartford, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of
~Art

2001.18.1




The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States
Albert Bierstadt and the Ode to Rosa

Albert Bierstadt: Horses

left: 1859 or later. Oil on cardboard
H.36.83 x L. 50.17 cm

right: 1859 or later. Oil on cardboard
H.35.88 x L. 49.53 cm

Richmond, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts



The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States
‘Rosa on my mind’: Rosa Bonheur’s legacy




The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States
‘Rosa on my mind’: Rosa Bonheur’s legacy

Lauren Langford
Women Artits Out Front
1977

Lithograph

29.21 x 43.18cm
Oakland Museum of Art,
2010.54.610




The artistic reception of Rosa Bonheur in Europe and United States
‘Rosa on my mind’: Rosa Bonheur’s legacy
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