
PARIS AND SOUTHERN FRANCE

June 18 to 23, 2012

“Masterworks of Caravaggio 
and his Followers”



FRAME museums possess a truly extraordinary “collective collection” of works by French,  

Flemish, Italian, and Spanish painters deeply affected by the new realism of Caravaggio…   

it became apparent that within the FRAME network there was a critical mass of paintings devoted  

to what has long been referred to as “Caravaggism.” 

Viewers will discover that the European-wide phenomenon of “Caravaggism” has no  

parallel in art until the early realism of the mid-19th century in Europe and later Naturalist  

movements, all of which derived primary aesthetic inspiration from the currently little-known  

masters of “Caravaggism” in the first half of the 17th century. 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 18	 	  	

Morning:   Independent arrivals into Paris Charles de Gaulle airport. Individual transfers to our hotel, 

Le Meurice, a luxurious 5-star hotel located opposite the Tuilleries gardens, between Place de la Concorde 

and the Musée du Louvre, where elegant rooms are complemented by a three-Michelin starred restaurant and 

stylish bars.

Remainder of the day at leisure.

Evening: Welcome reception hosted by FRAME. 

A very special gala welcome dinner for FRAME travelers in a beautiful private 18th-century residence that 

boasts one of the few remaining 17th-century Cabinet des Miroirs in Paris.  This unique residence, which will be 

entirely lit by candles, was once the famed salon of the philosophe Baron d’Holbach, a key figure in the French 

Enlightenment who collaborated with Diderot on the Encyclopédie. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 19	 	  	

Morning:  A visit to the MUSÉE D’ORSAY for a private view of the magnificent “Nouvel Orsay”, as the newly 

renovated Musée d’Orsay is being called.  The “Nouvel Orsay” project includes a complete renovation of the 

Impressionist galleries on the fifth floor; the newly restored Amont Pavillion with its parquet floors, new open 

corridors and new colors, ready to house the collections by the European schools of decorative arts; new Van 

Gogh and Gauguin galleries on the second floor; and a new gallery for graphic arts dedicated to the display 

of rare and fragile works on paper.

Afternoon:  Informal lunch at a beautiful private apartment designed by Jacques Garcia near the Opéra, 

followed by some time at leisure.
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Late afternoon, we drive from Paris 

to ROUEN, the ancient capital of the 

duchy of Normandy. En route, we pass 

by the impressive ruins of Château 

Gaillard.  O n arrival in Rouen, we are 

invited for a private visit of the MUSÉE 

DES BEAUX-ARTS, one of France’s out-

standing regional art museums, where 

we are welcomed by Director Sylvain 

Amic. A creation of the Revolution, the 

Musée des  Beaux-arts  de R ouen 

was established by the Chaptal decree 

of 1801, though the first inventories of 

the new public collection date back to 

1790. The Museum was initially housed 

in a Jesuit church and opened to the 

public in 1799, before moving to the 

new Town Hall, where it was inaugu-

rated in 1809 with a catalogue of 244 

paintings. “The collection was enriched 

during the 19th century, and is now one 

of the largest in France. It includes Eu-

ropean paintings, sculpture, drawings 

and objets d’art from the late Middle Ages to the present day. Each period features some exceptional works, 

with the 17th (Caravaggio, Velázquez, Poussin) and 19th centuries being particularly well represented. One 

room is devoted to Géricault, and the Depeaux donation brought Rouen the most important Impressionist 

collection outside Paris, with famous works by Monet and Sisley.”[FRAME] We enjoy a curator led tour of the 

highlights of this remarkable museum. 

We continue for a spectacular private event for FRAME travelers at the beautiful CHATEAU DU CHAMP DE BA-

TAILLE — a sumptuous 17th-century jewel that was built as a country house for Count Alexandre de Créqui in 

1653. The architectural style is very similar to the châteaux of Vincennes and Vaux-le-Vicomte built by Louis Le 

Vau, but his involvement has never been proved. What is sure is that the gardens were designed by André le 

Nôtre, architect of the gardens at Versailles. 

The current owner, renowned designer Jacques Garcia, has restored the gardens and the house to their pre-

Revolution glory. We admire the majestic gardens, and continue to the château, for a tour of the sumptuous 

period interiors. 

Evening: A cocktail reception on a terrace overlooking the gardens will be followed by an elegant private 

dinner, served in the splendid private dining room at a table set with exquisite Sèvres dinner service and 19th-

century glassware bearing the coat of arms of the King of Poland. We will be joined by Jacques Garcia.

WEDNESAY, JUNE 20	 	  	

Morning:  Check out of Le Meurice. We depart for the Gare du Lyon, where we board our TGV train for Tou-

louse (approx 5 hours).

Afternoon: On arrival in TOULOUSE, we transfer to our hotel, the Grand Hôtel de l’Opéra. Housed within 

the framework of a 17th-century convent, located on the magnificent Place du Capitole, the elegant rooms 

and richly decorated interiors of this splendid hotel are complimented by a wealth of antiques and artwork.
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Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio

Saint Francis of Assisi in Ecstasy, c. 1594

Oil on canvas, 36 3/8 x 50 1/4 in.

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, CT

The Ella Gallup Sumner and Mary Catlin Sumner Collection Fund, 1943.222



This afternoon we enjoy a walking tour of the old 

town, sited on a curve of the River Garonne. First 

a Roman, then a Visigoth city, Toulouse became 

a flourishing Renaissance town of splendid palac-

es, built with the wealth generated by the pastel 

(blue woad dye) industry.  Many of these grand 

palaces still survive around the majestic Place du 

Capitole. Our stroll will take in the magnificent 

Basilique de Saint-Sernin, the Dominican Les 

Jacobins complex, and some of the city’s most 

majestic hotels particulier.

Evening:  Depart for the special VIP opening of 

“Corps et Ombres: Caravagge et la peinture 	

caravagesque en Europe” at the MUSÉE DES 

AUGUSTINES, with a special welcome from direc-

tor, Axel Hémery. “Originally an Augustine monas-

tery, the building dates mainly from the 14th and 

15th centuries (with the exception of the small 

Classic cloister, which was completed in 1626), and 

is lovely example of southern Gothic architecture. 

It became home to the museum in 1793, shortly 

after the Louvre was established. The collection 

numbers over four thousand works of art, built up 

around a core of works seized during the French 

Revolution, the collection of the old Royal Academy 

of Painting and Sculpture of Toulouse and works 

from numerous religious buildings destroyed in 

Toulouse in the 19th Century.” 

We attend the special gala opening at the museum, which features an elegant dinner in the museum’s cloister.

THURSDAY, JUNE 21	 	  	

Morning:  Check out of the Hôtel de l’Opéra

We depart Toulouse and drive east to CARCASSONNE. The citadel (La Cité), a UNESCO World Heritage site, 

is a perfectly restored medieval town crowning the steep bank above the River Aude, and is a fairy-tale sight 

of walls, ramparts and turrets. We make our way to La Cité, where the earliest sections of the wall, built by 

the Romans, date back to the 1st century AD. During the 13th-century Louis XI and his son Philip the Bold 

strengthened the fortifications and gave Carcassonne much of its present-day appearance. Among the most 

imposing structures are the 12th century Chateau Comtal, seat of the ruling Trencavel family, and the 11th-

century Basilica Saint-Nazaire. The Basilica’s plain nave attests to its Romanesque origins, however it was 

the subject of substantial Gothic remodelling in the 13th century and is considered one of the finest examples 

of Gothic architecture in southern France. 

Afternoon: Following our tour of the old town, we stroll to the historic Hôtel de la Cité, set within glorious 

gardens overlooking the ramparts of the citadel and a magnificent panorama over the town to the mountain 

peaks. We enjoy lunch in the Michelin-starred restaurant, La Barbacane, where Chef Jerome Ryon “puts 

forth a sophisticated and skilful re-thinking of traditional French cuisine”. 
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José de Ribera , Spanish, ca. 1591-1652

Saint Peter and Saint Paul, ca. 1616

Oil on Canvas, 126 x 112cm

Musée des Beaux-Arts / Palais Rohan, Strasbourg

© musées de la Ville de Strasbourg



After lunch, depart Carcassonne and continue east-

wards to MONTPELLIER. On arrival we check into our 

hotel, the Jardins des Sens, a beautiful, luxurious ho-

tel with elegant rooms, a swimming pool, and one of the 

Languedoc’s most acclaimed restaurants.

This afternoon we explore the old town of Montpellier. 

We stroll from the vibrant Place de la Comédie along 

the main thoroughfare, the rue de la  Loge, passing 

the impressive 15th century façade of the Hôtel des 

Tresoriers, now home to the fine Musée Languedo-

cien, and several splendid hotels particuliers.  Some time 

at leisure in Montpellier.

Evening: This evening is free for individual dinner ar-

rangements. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 22	 	  	

Morning:  We drive to NÎMES, a city inextricably linked to its Roman heritage. We visit the MAISON CARRÉE, 

a tiny but perfectly proportioned Roman temple built by Augustus in 20 BC to glorify his two grandsons, and 

regarded as the best preserved Roman building in existence. When Thomas Jefferson saw the temple for the 

first time he “gazed whole hours at the building like a lover at his mistress.” He noted later that it was “the 

most beautiful and precious morsel of architecture left us by antiquity.” It made such a deep impression that 

he turned to it later for inspiration when it came to designing the state capitol of Virginia; and Napoleon took 

it as inspiration for the Magdalene church in Paris. 

The nearby CARRÉ D’ART, a museum designed by Norman Foster with four columns supporting a high portico, 

is the 20th century descendant of the Maison Carrée, which is reflected in the glass walls of Foster’s museum 

building. The rooftop terrace affords the most spectacular view over the Maison Carrée.

We continue to the ruins of the TEMPLE OF DIANA, and the magnificent 1st-century AMPHITHEATRE , which 

could accommodate up to 20,000 spectators.

Afternoon:  Following our visit, we enjoy lunch at the Le Lisita — a superb Michelin starred restaurant over-

looking the amphitheatre.

After lunch, we drive the short distance to the famous three-tiered Roman aqueduct — the PONT DU GARD, 

arguably the world’s most famous Roman aqueduct. This “sublime wonder” of Roman engineering was glori-

fied by many artists, including Hubert Robert and Charles Louis Clerisseau’s paintings at the Louvre.  When 

Rousseau visited, the sight inspired him to comment that he “wished he had been born a Roman”.

-4-

Georges de la Tour,

The Magdalen with the Smoking Flame, circa 1638-1640

Oil on canvas, 46 1/16 x 36 1/8 in. (117 x 91.76 cm)

Los Angeles County Museum of Art,

Gift of The Ahmanson Foundation (M.77.73)

Photo © 2011 Museum Associates/LACMA

(Also pictured on cover)



A special treat is a visit to a nearby private 

house, where we enjoy refreshments be-

fore returning to Montpellier. 

Evening: Depart for the special VIP open-

ing of “Corps  et Omb res: Caravagge 

et la peinture caravagesque en Eu-

rope” at the MUSÉE  FABRE, with a spe-

cial welcome by D irector Michel Hilaire. 

“Founded during the Age of Enlighten-

ment and completely transformed in 1825 

by an endowment from the painter Fran-

çois-Xavier Fabre, the Musée Fabre has 

continued to enrich and diversify its col-

lections of painting, sculpture, graphic arts 

and decorative arts. From Jean Cousin to 

Pierre Soulages, through Veronese, Ru-

bens, Zurbarán, David, Delacroix, Courbet, 

Viallat and Buren, the museum’s exception-

al collections are housed in a set of fully 

restored heritage buildings, comprising a 

17th-century Jesuit college, a private man-

sion built in the 19th century and a number 

of contemporary structures.” 

We attend the special gala opening at the museum.  Following the reception, a gala farewell dinner for 

FRAME travelers, at the remarkable Michelin-starred restaurant of the Jardins des Sens. This is true ‘gastro-

nomic theatre’: the restaurant — a glass cube in a Mediterranean-scented garden, surrounded by idyllic water 

gardens — is presided over by twins Jacques & Laurent Pourcel, who have been awarded two Michelin stars 

for their outstanding cuisine.

SATURDAY, JUNE 23	 	  	

Individual departures.

Please contact Anthony Worcester at Patron Travel with any questions about the tour:  

781-641-2679 or 617-447-9397 or e-mail: info@patrontravel.com

© Copyright Patron Travel 2011. All rights reserved.
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Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, Italian, 1571-1610

Flagellation of Christ, Circa 1606-1607 

Oil on Canvas, 134 x 175, 5 cm

Musée des Beaux-Arts de Rouen, inv. 955. 8. 1.

© musées de la Ville de Rouen


